
 

 First Presbyterian Church Study Notes 
 of Englewood   

www.englewoodpres.org 

 
Sunday, June 11, 2017   
(Lectionary designation: Trinity A) 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 (NRSV) 
 
 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 
 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
 18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 
 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
 
Exegetical observations 
 
1. In verse 16, the mountain “to which Jesus had directed them” is a reference to 
Matthew 26:32 where Jesus says: “But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to 
Galilee.”  There are no Jerusalem post-resurrection appearances of Jesus in Matthew’s 
gospel.  Matthew also does not describe the risen Jesus.  The Matthean timeline is 
simple: the women discover the empty tomb, the risen Jesus tells the women to tell the 
disciples to meet him in Galilee, and he does. 

2. Verse 17 says “but some doubted” – “some”?  The word “some” isn’t in the 
Greek; there is an article followed by a conjunction (oì de., hoi de) that ordinarily means 
“but”, but rarely (if ever) means “but some.”  This construction appears 16 other times in 
the N.T. and is never translated “but some” in any of the other cases.  Therefore, it is 
probably more accurate to render it as “they worshipped him but doubted.” 
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3. In verse 17, the word for “doubt” (dista,zw, distazo) doesn’t really mean “disbelief”; 
it carries more of a sense of hesitating, wavering, or having second thoughts (to be of 
two minds).  It literally means “two stances” – di-stazo.  The only other place in the N.T. 
where the word appears is Matthew 14:31, where Peter walked on the water and began 
to sink; after rescuing him, Jesus asks: “Why did you doubt?”  Whatever the nature of 
the resurrection event, it did not generate perfect faith even in those who experienced it 
firsthand. 

4. In verse 19, “of all nations”: the restriction to go only to the Jews is lifted.  This 
instruction sits in contrast to Matthew 10:5-6: “These twelve Jesus sent out with the 
following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’”  However, because 
the word for “nations” (e;qnoj, ethnos) ordinarily refers to Gentiles (as above in Matthew 
10:5), it is possible to interpret this command as implying that there is no longer a 
mission to the Jews.  

5. In verse 20, this is the first time the disciples have been given authority to teach. 

6. In verse 20, the word for “obey” (thre,w, tereo) means “to keep” with a sense of 
“hold dear.”  It literally means to “guard”.  Acts 16:23  “After they had given them a 
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely.” 

7. Matthew 1:23 is the only place in the Bible where the word “Emmanuel” appears: 

Matthew 1:23  "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us."   

The gospel then ends with: “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”  Jesus does not ascend in Matthew’s gospel.  It never says what happens next.  
His gospel has Jesus begin and end “with us.” 

 


